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The Gateshead Covid Champion Fund 

The Gateshead Covid Champion Fund is a public health-led fund supporting VCSE projects and 
initiatives focused on one or more of the following priorities: 

a. Growing the Covid Champion volunteer numbers and demographic to include 
members of the public, businesses and faith groups.  

b. Increasing awareness, comfort and vaccination take-up within Black, Asian, Minority, 
Ethnic Minorities, Refugees and Asylum Seekers and other communities who may be 
experiencing social or geographic inequalities.   

c. Covid recovery, supporting Gateshead residents to improve their health, wellbeing 
and physical activity levels.  

Who can apply?  

Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise groups delivering services to people who live, 
work, study or worship in Gateshead. 

What sort of activity might this fund support?  

o Producing a video about hand washing, wearing a mask & social distancing or 
vaccination take-up with a community of interest in mind.  

 
o Exploring innovative ways to reach young people, for example working with arts and 

culture & with young people to create public health messaging for a younger 
audience.   
 

o Supporting people who may have been shielding for several months to think about 
recovery and how they might, for example, improve their mobility or social networks. 
 

o Workshops to bring together VCSE agencies to explore innovation and good practice 
around messaging, reach and inclusion.   

 
o Developing key messages and channels such as apps, social media, postcards with key 

info, easy read recipe style cards with Covid key messages, texting with appropriate 
covid emoji’s, credit card fold out leaflets, newsletters, videos, activity booklets, and 
games.  

What cannot be supported? 

We are unlikely to support projects focused primarily on areas such as research, faith or 
religious beliefs, environment and education.  However, if these are addressed as 
components of broader projects and there is a clear and direct link between these 
components and the achievement of the primary outcomes relating to: 
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• increased numbers of Covid Champions 

• increased awareness, comfort and vaccination take-up with Black, Asian, Minority, 
Ethnic Minorities, Refugees and Asylum Seekers and other communities who may be 
experiencing social or geographic inequality 

then these secondary outcomes are welcome.  

Application process 

There is no formal application process or form to complete however, we would encourage 
you to have a conversation with us before you submit a formal submission by speaking to: 

Alison Dunn, Strategic Lead for Poverty and Inequality – 0191 4332710 

Natalie Goodman, Public Health Lead, - 0191 4333173 

Thereafter, we would ask that your written submission, upon which the application will be 
assessed, is limited as far as possible to one side of A4, if we require more information we will 
contact you.   This should be submitted by email to jennysteel@gateshead.gov.uk  

NB: Applications close on 31st May 2021 

To note 

The Gateshead Covid Champion Fund is a one-off sum of money equating to £75,000 - when it 
is gone, it is gone, it will not be replenished.   In addition, there is £20,000 for professional 
translation services to include Easy Read, British Sign Language, Makaton, Deafblind/braille 
and languages should this be required by applicants.   

There is no minimum or maximum amount set for individual applications but clearly we do 
not anticipate making a single award of £75k.   Actual funding amounts will be determined 
using factors such as the extent of inequalities experienced by the community of interest 
served by the application, the scope, size and potential impact of the project or initiative. 

We know the VCSE in Gateshead is incredibly creative and some of you are already working in 
this space so we expect the fund to be heavily subscribed; not all applications will receive 
funding, and successful projects may receive only partial funding or applicants may be 
encouraged to collaborate if there are obvious synergies with another application.   

Review, Appeal and Decision-making 

• Your written submission should include all the project information such as the start 
and end date, deliverables, monitoring and evaluation.   Where possible (but not 
obligatory or conditional) applicants should show leverage to other funding or in-kind 
support for the project.  

• Final authority for funding decisions will rest with the Director of Public Health, Alice 
Wiseman.  
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Evaluation   
 

Successful applicants will be expected to submit quantitative data and regular case studies in order to 

illustrate good practice, continuous learning, outputs and outcomes in relation to one or more of the 

Covid Champion Programme priorities listed above.  


